
AP12 Literature and Composition Opening Unit Assignment - 2022 
 
The following reading assignments are to be completed.  
 
Students will read All The Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr. I found it available for $13.60 new and 
as low as $3.09 used at Amazon. 
 
 

 
 
 
ANNOTATIONS: YOU ONLY NEED TO ANNOTATE PART 5: you will annotate for the BIG 
IDEAS noted on the bookmark. Then, annotate the Diction, Syntax, Tone, Style, Figurative 
Language about the big ideas. Labeling is NOT annotation. Make meaningful commentary in your 
annotations. How do they enhance the big ideas? How do they expand them? How do they define 
them? 
 
MAKE MEANING with your annotations. What is language saying beyond the content? 
 
ANNOTATIONS ARE WORTH 2 GRADES 
 
WRITTEN PIECES OF THE ASSIGNMENT Journal Entries 
 
Think SAYS/DOES method for double journals: 
 
What a text Says is summary.  
 
What a text DOES is about how the language works in the text. It’s not about content. It’s about 
construction, organization and form. It’s about how this language yields greater meaning. 
 
DOUBLE JOURNALS ARE WORTH 3 GRADES 
 
 THE DUE DATE WILL BE APPROXIMATELY THE FIRST WEEK IN OCTOBER.  
 

                                
 
For the attached list of terms, you will create flashcards on either 3x5 or 4x6 index cards. This list of terms 
represents a sampling of the vocabulary that you’re expected to become fluent in during the 1st semester in 



AP English Literature. These vocabulary cards are due the 2nd week of school. Cards are worth 2 
grades 
 
DUE DATES: Vocabulary cards: 2nd week of school Annotations and Journals: 1st week of October  
 
Literary Terms and Critical Thinking Terms  
 
1. ambiguity – is the intentional or unintentional expression of a word or idea that implies more than one 
meaning and usually leaves uncertainty in the reader – a statement that can contain two or more meanings.  
 
2. anachronism – anything out of its proper time (an airplane in the Odyssey)  
 
3. anticlimax – is often used deliberately for comic effect to create an ironical letdown by descending from 
a noble tone or image to a trivial or ludicrous one  
 
4. antipathy – a strong feeling of aversion or opposition  
 
5. ballad –a song-like poem that tells a story, often one dealing with adventure or romance. Ballads often 
employ repetition of a refrain.  
 
6. ballad meter – a four-line stanza rhymed abcb with four feet in lines one and three and three feet in lines 
two and four: “O mother, mother make my bed. O make it soft and narrow. Since my love died for me 
today, I’ll die for him tomorrow.”  
 
7. blank verse – unrhymed iambic pentameter. Blank verse is the meter of most of Shakespeare’s plays as 
well as that of Milton’s Paradise Lost.  
 
8. caesura – a natural pause or break in the middle of a line of poetry  
 
9. canto – a section of a long poem  
 
10. catharsis – (means a purging or a cleansing) the process by which an unhealthy emotional state 
produced by an imbalance of feelings is corrected and emotional health is restored. In literature, it refers to 
the audience’s emotional response to a tragic work. Catharsis is an emotional cleansing or expurgation.  
 
11. Connotation -- an idea or feeling that a word invokes in addition to its literal or primary meaning.  
 
12. dactyl – a metrical foot of three syllables, an accented syllable followed by two unaccented syllables  
 
13. denotation – the literal or primary meaning of a word, in contrast to the feelings or ideas that the word 
suggests  
 
14. denouement – in a literary work, it is anything that happens after the resolution of the plot. At this point 
the central conflict is resolved, and the consequences for the protagonist are already decided. It is the tying 
up of loose ends.  
 
15. didactic – instructiveness in a literary work, one of the purposes of which appears to be to give 
guidance, particularly in moral, ethical or religious matters. Didactic literature (especially poetry) teaches 
moral lessons. (Chaucer’s “The Pardoner’s Tale”)  
16. elegy – a solemn and formal lyric poem about death—often in tribute to a person who has died recently. 
Most elegies are written in formal, dignified language and are serious in tone. (Tennyson’s In Memoriam 
and Gray’s “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard”) (elegiac is the adjective form)  
 
17. epilogue – the final part of a work of literature (except a play) completing and rounding it off; the 
opposite of preface  
 



18. epiphany – a moment of sudden revelation or insight  
 
19. epistle – Theoretically, an epistle is any letter, but in practice the term is limited to formal compositions 
written by an individual or group to a distant individual or group.  
 
20. eulogy – a formal piece of writing or an oration in praise of a person or thing; it has come to mean any 
general expression of praise  
 
21. euphony – a term that denotes sounds pleasing to the ear; it is the opposite of cacophony  
 
22. free verse – poetry which is not written in a traditional meter but is still rhythmical. (Walt Whitman’s 
poetry)  
 
23. heroic couplet – iambic pentameter lines rhymed in pairs. The favorite meter of Chaucer, this verse 
form did not come into its greatest popularity, however, until the middle of the 17th century, after which 
time it was for several years the dominant mode for the poetic drama. “But when to mischief mortals bend 
their will, How soon they find fit instruments of ill.”  
 
24. hexameter - a line containing six feet  
 
25. iambic pentameter – is metrical poetry that consists of five iambic feet per line (iamb, or iambic foot, 
consists of one unstressed syllable followed by a stressed syllable – ex. “away” the “a” is unstressed and 
“way” is stressed) Milton – “How soon hath Time, the subtle thief of youth.”  
 
26. idiom – an expression having a special meaning not obtainable or not clear from the usual meaning of 
the words in the expression (“fly off the handle” or “on pins and needles” or “raining cats and dogs”)  
 
27. “in medias res” – Latin for “in the middle of things.” When an epic or narrative starts in media res, the 
tale begins in the middle of the action.  
 
28. internal rhyme – is rhyme that occurs within a line, rather than at the end Ex. “God save thee, ancient 
Mariner! From the fiends, that plague thee thus! Why look’st thou so?—With my crossbow I shot the 
Albatross.”  
 
29. jargon – the special language of a profession or group. The term jargon usually has pejorative 
(downgrading, lower opinion) associations, with the implication that jargon is evasive, tedious and 
unintelligible to outsiders. The writings of the lawyer and the literary critic are both susceptible to jargon. 
Computer jargon has been popular the past twenty years.  
 
30. kenning – is a metaphorical phrase used in Anglo-Saxon poetry to replace a concrete noun (Beowulf – 
“whale road” used for “sea”)  
 
31. lyric poem – is a highly musical verse that expresses the observations and feelings of a single speaker. 
Unlike a narrative poem, it presents an experience or a single effect, but it does not tell a full story. Types 
of lyrics include the elegy, the ode and the sonnet.  
 
32. malapropism – the mistaken substitution of one word for another word that sounds similar (“The doctor 
wrote a subscription.”)  
 
33. metaphysical poetry – is a style of poetry written by a group of 17th-century poets, of whom John 
Donne was the first. These poets were intellectuals who, like the ideal Renaissance man, were well-read in 
a broad spectrum of subjects. Although their poems often used simplistic words, their meaning was obscure 
or confusing due to the poets’ use of paradox.  
 
34. meter – is the repetition of a regular rhythmic unit in poetry. Each unit of measure is known as a foot, 
consisting of one stressed syllable and one or two unstressed syllables.  



 
35. motif – is a recurring literary convention or element that is repeated within a literary work. It could be 
synonymous with theme, but usually motif unifies a work and adds to its theme. (In Macbeth, references to 
blood, sleep and water form motifs in the play.)  
 
36. octave– first 8 lines of a sonnet  
 
37. ode – a formal lyric poem with a serious theme. Odes often honor people, commemorate events, 
respond to natural scenes or consider serious human problems. (Percy Shelley’s “Ode to the West Wind”)  
 
38. pastoral – a poem presenting shepherds in rural settings, usually in an idealized manner. The language 
and form are artificial, using formal, courtly speech. Pastoral can also be any literary work that deals with 
the pleasures of a simple, rural life or with escape to a simpler place and time—typically in a romanticized 
or idealized form. (Marlowe’s “The Passionate Shepherd to His Love”)  
 
39. pentameter – a line of poetry containing five feet. The iambic pentameter is the most common line in 
English verse written before 1950.  
 
40. pun – is a play on words used to convey two meanings at the same time. (Mercutio in Romeo and Juliet 
– “Ask for me tomorrow and you shall find me a grave man.” He has just been stabbed, and the pun is on 
the word “grave” – a serious person or a corpse in the grave.)  
 
41. quatrain – is a four-line stanza, or unit, of poetry.  
 
42. saga – a long story of heroic achievement, especially a medieval prose narrative in Old Norse or Old 
Icelandic (long, narrative epic)  
 
43. sonnet – a 14-line lyric poem focused on a single theme. It is commonly written in iambic pentameter. 
(1) Petrarchan or Italian sonnet was introduced into English by Sir Thomas Wyatt and is named after 
Petrarch, the 14th-century Italian poet. This sonnet consists of two parts: octave (first 8 lines) and the sestet 
(last 6 lines). John Milton’s sonnets are written in this form. (2) Shakespearean or English sonnet is 
sometimes called the Elizabethan sonnet. It consists of three quatrains (4-line units) and a final couplet. The 
rhyme is abab cdcd efef gg. The couplet provides a final commentary on the subject developed in the three 
quatrains.  
 
44. synesthesia – is a form of imagery where one sensation is described in terms of another (“a loud color,” 
“a sweet sound”)  
 
45. terza rima – a three-line stanza rhymed aba, bcb, cdc  
 
46. tetrameter – a line of four feet  
 
47. villanelle – an intricately patterned French verse form, planned to give the impression of simplicity. It 
has 19 lines. The first line is repeated as a refrain at the end of the second and fourth stanzas. The last line 
of the first stanza is repeated at the end of the third and fifth stanzas. Both lines reappear as the final two 
lines of the poem. (Dylan Thomas’s “Do Not Go Gentle into That Good Night”) 


